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May 19, 2020

Chair Kathryn Barger Mayor Eric Garcefti
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors City of Los Angeles
Kenneth Hahn Halt of Administration 200 North Spring Street
500 West Temple Street #383 Los Angeles, CA 90012
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Mayor.garcettilacity.org
Kathrynbos. lacounty.gov

Dear Chair Barger and Mayor Garcetti,

first of all, we want to thank you for all your efforts during this difficult period of unprecedented crisis
due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. You made the necessary tough decisions that have saved
lives, e.g., shutting down non-essential businesses county-wide, closing public places county-wide,
mandating nose-and-mouth coverings county-wide, etc. These actions saved lives county-wide, i.e.,
throughout The-8 7-Other-Cities in Los Angeles County.

While your leadership should be extolled, we respectfully request in the spirit of partnership that
LA County and the City of Los Angeles share the $1.8 BILLION in financial assistance received via
the CARES ACT Coronavirus Relief fund (CARES ACT). To be more precise, LA County received
$1,049,000,000 and the City of Los Angeles $706,500,000. Because the CARES ACT only provides
financial assistance to counties and cities with populations exceeding 500,000, only Los Angeles County
and the City of Los Angeles were qualified to receive the funding. We request that you expeditiously
re-distribute a significant portion of the funds to The-8 7-Other-Cities.

If we are all in this together as you have stated, and the pandemic impact and costs are shared, then
the financial assistance received must likewise be shared. Although the Congress and the Trump
Administration failed to acknowledge the uniqueness of the interwoven fabric that is the Los Angeles
area, it does not mean that Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angeles should as well. The-87-
Other-Cities and our respective residents are deserving of the same compassion and care; moreover, many
of The-8 7-Other-Cities have infection rates much higher than the City of Los Angeles.

An example of an organization doing the right thing is the LA Lakers who received millions of dollars via
the CARES ACT. When the LA Lakers realized they were taking money intended to save small
businesses, the money was returned so that it could be re-distributed more deservingly. By correcting this
wrong, the LA Lakers endeared themselves even more to fans and set a good example to be followed.

So, we implore Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angeles to also do the right thing and
demonstrate to all residents by action, not words, that irrespective of what city or unincorporated area you
may reside in, we truly are all in this together. furthermore, by doing so, LA County and the City of Los
Angeles will exponentially increase our regional power in the fight against coronavirus.

All of the Mayors/Councilmembers from the The-87-Other-Cities who have put their names to this letter
are asking as one voice for LA County and the City of Los Angeles to foLlow the example of the LA
Lakers and re-distribute the CARES ACT funds fairly to The-8 7-Other-Cities. After all, these funds are
generated from our tax money too. Let’s truly work together as partners for the benefit of ALL
residents, because we are in this together.
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Cc:

Supervisor Hhlda Soils, First District, firstdistrict@bos.lacountv.gov
Supervisor Mark Ridiey-Thomas, Second District, markridieythomas@bos.lacounty.gov
Supervisor Sheila Kuehi, Third District, Shei1a(,bos.lacounty.gov
Supervisor Janice Hahn, Fourth District, fourthdistrict@bos.lacounty.gov
Councilmember Gilbert Cedi ho, District 1, counciimember.cedil1oiacity.org
Counciimember Paui Krekorian, District 2, councilmember.krekorian@iacity.org
Counciimember Bob Blumenfield, District 3, councilrnember.blumenfleid(lacity.org
Councilmember David Ryu, District 4, davidiyu@iacity.org
Councilmember Paul Koretz, District 5, paul.koretz(Zilacitv.org
Councilmember Nury Martinez, District 6, counci1member.rnartinez(Ziiacity.org
Counclimember Monica Rodriguez, District 7, councilmember.rodriguez@iacity.org
Counciimember Marqueece Harris-Dawson, District 8, Councilmember.harris-dawson@iacity.org
Councilmember Curren D. Price, Jr., District 9, counci1rnernber.price@iacity.org
Councilmember Herb J. Wesson, Jr., District 10, counciImember.wesson(ilacity.org
Counciimember Mike Bonin, DIstrict 11, coundIrnember.bonin@lacitv.org
Councilmember John Lee, District 12, counciimernber.Iee@iacitv.org
Counciimember Mitch O’Farrehl, District 13, counci1rnember.ofarrel1@iacity.org
Councilmember Jose Huizar, District 14, counciimember.huizar@Iacity.org
Councilmember Joe Buscaino, District 15, councildistricti5@lacity.org


