
RANCHO PALOS VERDES CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 04/05/2016 
AGENDA REPORT AGENDA HEADING: Consent Calendar 
 
AGENDA DESCRIPTION:  
Consideration and possible action to review the status of Border Issues 
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:  
1) Receive and file the current report on the status of Border Issues. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None 

Amount Budgeted:  N/A 
Additional Appropriation: N/A 
Account Number(s):  N/A 

 
ORIGINATED BY: Kit Fox, AICP, Senior Administrative Analyst 
REVIEWED BY: Gabriella Yap, Deputy City Manager 
APPROVED BY: Doug Willmore, City Manager 
 
ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

A. Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for partial closure of DFSP San 
Pedro (page A-1) 

B. March 29th LACP&OSD report (page B-1) 
C. Revised site plans for PVPUSD solar panel project (page C-1) 
D. February 24th PVPUSD Board Agenda & Minutes (page D-1) 
E. March 17th PV News article (page E-1) 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
This month’s report includes: 
 

• A final report on the approval and implementation of the Gaffey Street 
Conceptual Plan in Los Angeles (San Pedro); 

• A final report on the possible closure of Defense Fuel Support Point (DFSP) San 
Pedro in Los Angeles (San Pedro); 

• An update on the County’s construction of proposed “observation stations” in 
Friendship Park within Rancho Palos Verdes; and, 

• An update on the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District’s (PVPUSD’s) 
Energy Conservation Facilities Project that could involve the installation of solar 
panel arrays at eight (8) school sites in Rancho Palos Verdes. 
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BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:  
 
The following is the regular bi-monthly report to the City Council on various “Border 
Issues” potentially affecting the residents of Rancho Palos Verdes.  The complete text 
of the current status report is available for review on the City’s website at: 
 

http://www.rpvca.gov/781/Border-Issues-Status-Report 
 
Current Border Issues 
 
Gaffey Street Conceptual Plan, Los Angeles (San Pedro) 
 
On February 19, 2016, 15th District Los Angeles City Councilman Joe Buscaino 
announced the release of the final Gaffey Street Conceptual Plan.  The final plan is 
available for review on-line at http://bit.ly/1QhiB23.  A construction contract for the 
Gaffey Street project has been signed to begin implementation, which is set to start by 
the end of 2016 and continue into 2018.  Staff will remove this project from future 
Border Issues reports. 
 
Closure of Defense Fuel Support Point San Pedro, Los Angeles (San Pedro) 
 
On March 4, 2016, the Navy announced the availability of the final Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the proposed 
closure of Defense Fuel Support Point (DFSP) San Pedro (Attachment A).  The 
complete EA/FONSI is available for review on-line at the following link: 
 
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrsw/installations/nws_seal_beach/om/environmental
_support/dEA-DFSP.html 
 
The Navy has selected the partial closure of DFSP San Pedro (i.e., Alternative 4).  This 
will involve placing the existing above-ground steel storage tanks back into service, and 
abandoning or demolishing some other site infrastructure.  Staff will remove this project 
in future Border Issues reports. 
 
Friendship Park Observation Stations, Rancho Palos Verdes/Los Angeles (San Pedro) 
 
At the November 18, 2015, follow-up meeting with residents in the El Prado Estates 
neighborhood, the County announced that the second observation station would be 
relocated away from nearby homes.  The County also committed to replacing and 
installing fences and other barriers to prevent unauthorized nighttime access to the park 
from 25th Street and from Calle Aventura. 
 
County Staff has recently confirmed that the second observation station is under 
construction at the new location (see aerial photo below).  On March 29, 2016, the 
Board of Supervisors was scheduled to consider the reallocation of $252,000 to the 
Friendship Park General Improvements Project, which would include the additional 
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fences and barriers.  Staff will continue to monitor this project in future Border Issues 
reports. 
 

 
 
Energy Conservation Facilities Project, PVPUSD Campuses Citywide 
 
On February 2, 2016, the District completed the first round of public outreach meetings 
for its solar energy project.  At meetings attended by Staff at Silver Spur and Point 
Vicente elementary schools, Superintendent Don Austin stated that the proposed site 
plans for many campuses had been or would be revised based upon comments 
received at the public outreach meetings.  Superintendent Austin also stated that the 
Board of Education would probably be reviewing the final recommendations for each 
campus in March 2016. 
 
Revised draft site plans for the placement of solar panel shade structures/carports at 
ten (10) PVPUSD campuses located in or adjacent to the City are attached to tonight’s 
report (Attachment B).  On February 24, 2016, the Board of Education received a status 
report on the solar panel project from District Staff (Attachment C).  The Board 
approved the revised proposals for several PVPUSD campuses, including the following 
four (4) campuses in Rancho Palos Verdes: 
 

• Cornerstone @ Pedregal 
• Miraleste Intermediate 
• Ridgecrest Intermediate 
• Soleado Elementary 

Original Location 
for Observation 

Station No. 2 

Revised Location 
for Observation 

Station No. 2 

El Prado 
Estates 
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On March 17, 2016, the Palos Verdes Peninsula News reported that the District was 
conducting additional public outreach meetings with parents and neighbors at the other 
four (4) campuses in Rancho Palos Verdes on March 17-18, 2016: 
 

• Mira Catalina Elementary 
• Point Vicente Elementary 
• Silver Spur Elementary 
• Vista Grande Elementary 

 
As of the date that this report was completed, the District had not responded to inquiries 
from the City about the outcome of these additional outreach efforts.  According to 
media reports, the Board is expected to consider the proposals for the remaining 
campuses in April 2016.  Staff will continue to monitor this project in future Border 
Issues reports. 
 
New Border Issues 
 
There are no new Border Issues on which to report at this time. 
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N.4. Update on Energy Conservation Services - Solar Panel Projects  
Rationale: 

Background Information 

At its meeting of November 18, 2015, the Board adopted Resolution No. 11 – 2015/16 
approving an agreement for energy conservation services with PFMG Solar, LLC. 

Current Considerations  

District staff will provide an update on the following:  

• Review of Outreach Efforts 
• Solar Panel Revisions 
• Solar Panel Locations 
• Division of State Architect (DSA) Timelines 
• Solar Panel Construction Timelines 

Administrator 

Deputy Superintendent 

 
Requested Motion:  

That the Board give staff direction on the approval process for the final solar panel locations. 

 
 

Actions:  

Motion 
That the Board direct staff to proceed with completion and 
submission of DSA drawings for Group 1 Solar Panel 
Projects at Cornerstone @ Pedregal, Dapplegray 
Elementary, Miraleste Intermediate, Montemalaga 
Elementary, Palos Verdes High, Palos Verdes 
Intermediate, Rancho del Mar High, Rancho Vista 
Elementary, Ridgecrest Intermediate, Soleado Elementary 
school sites and the PVPUSD Maintenance Yard site, as 
presented. Passed with a motion by Dr. Anthony Collatos 
and a second by Ms. Linda Reid. 

Vote: 
Yes Dr. Anthony Collatos. 
Absent Ms. Barbara Lucky. 
Yes Ms. Linda Reid. 
No Ms. Suzanne Seymour. 
Yes Mr. Malcolm Sharp. 

 

 

Minutes:  

The following individuals addressed the Board: Joan Davidson ( Palos Verdes Estates), Tom 
Barrett (Rancho Palos Verdes), Alan Hesser (Rancho Palos Verdes), Jessica Vlaco (Rancho 
Palos Verdes), and Kevin Lally (Rancho Palos Verdes). 
 
PFMG Solar representatives, Alex Smith (Vice President, Business Development) and Chris 
DeWitt_______________ were present to assist with the presentation and answer questions 
from the Board.  
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Parents opposing solar project at 4 schools
By Ed Pilolla ed.pilolla@pvnews.com @pvpeninsulanews on Twitter | Posted: Wednesday,
March 16, 2016 4:30 pm

Officials from the   and PFMG Solar are scheduled to
visit four elementary schools Thursday and Friday in an attempt to build support for installing solar
panels on the schools’ campuses.

Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District

The informational meetings are intended to address the specific concerns of parents of students and
residents who live in the immediate area of Point Vicente, Mira Catalina, Silver Spur and Vista
Grande elementary schools, said Superintendent Don Austin.

At last week’s board of education meeting, several parents and neighbors of Vista Grande, as well as
other schools, attended to oppose the solar project for reasons ranging from aesthetics to the proposed
placement of the installations. The   with   in
November by a 3­2 vote despite concerns that the work was awarded without a competitive bidding
process.

school board approved the 25­year contract PFMG Solar

The contract is expected to provide an energy savings to the district of about $6 million over the 25
years and solar educational opportunities for students, officials said.

Since the contract was approved, district officials and representatives of PFMG Solar have conducted
outreach meetings with parents and neighbors to determine the placement of the solar panels at each
of the 16 school campuses.

At the Feb. 24 meeting, board of education members voted 3­1, with Suzanne Seymour dissenting, to
approve plans for solar installations at ten schools. Several schools fall within the jurisdiction of the
Palos Verdes Homes Association, which is reviewing the latest plans and may give the district
additional feedback on the placement of the panels.

Construction work is expected to begin this summer.

The informational meetings at the four remaining elementary schools are intended to build consensus
for the solar project among parents and neighbors with misgivings.

Charla Martinez, who has worked as a district teacher and substitute teacher for more than 30 years,
told the school board March 9 that she has never complained to the school district about anything in
the 53 years she has lived next to Vista Grande.

“This solar project bothers me,” Martinez said. “It bothers me that my own and my neighbor’s views
will be impaired.”
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Other parents complained that too much of the school’s play area would be reduced with the
installation of solar arrays. They hoped to stop the solar project at Vista Grande, just as no solar
arrays are planned to be installed at Lunada Bay Elementary School and the Malaga Cove district
office campus.

Austin has said that Lunada Bay and Malaga Cove will not receive solar panels because the electrical
demand of those sites is not large enough to generate the necessary cost savings to justify solar
installations.

However, parents cited previous comments by PFMG representatives before the school board that
indicated as many as three small schools could refuse solar panels and the project would still be
financially viable for the company, and that preserving views as well as a lack of cost savings were
the reasons solar panels were not proposed for the Malaga Cove campus.

In an interview, Austin acknowledged that aesthetics played a role in the decision, though he
described it as minimal.

“Little to none” Austin said. “Almost nothing.”

Tom Barrett, the homeowners association president for Palos Verdes Village, which surrounds Vista
Grande, provided the News with a Sept. 24 email from Alex Smith of PFMG to Austin, which was
obtained through a public records request by activist Joan Davidson. The email indicates that Austin
removed the Malaga Cove campus from the project before PFMG performed an electrical analysis of
the schools. However, Austin would not comment on the email to the News.

“We will have no further comment on aspects of the project that have already been decided,” Austin
said.

Austin added that making a statement on the possibility of removing a school from the solar project
would be “premature.”

“We have had outreach after outreach effort, and we’re still continuing that,” Austin said, adding that
some Vista Grande neighbors had spearheaded a change in the location of the solar arrays on the
campus but are now complaining about the current placement of the panels.

“It’s interesting how some of the feedback we’ve taken from the same exact people is now being
questioned by those people who gave us the feedback in the first place,” Austin said. “So we’re
working through it.”

Barrett said Friday’s informational meeting is not effective outreach.

“In my opinion, scheduling a meeting at 2 p.m. when a majority of the residents will be at work is a
deliberate way to avoid public comments and participation,” Barrett said.

Austin said he remains upbeat about the project. He anticipates that the board of education will make
E-2
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a review of additional schools to approve for solar panels at the April 27 meeting.

“We already have ten projects ready to go, and I think we’re very close on these last handful,” Austin
said, adding that the board of education is not required to approve the individual school site projects
because the contract already was approved in November. However, the school board is taking the
“extra step” as part of the outreach effort, he said.

More than 80 revisions have been made to the original solar panel proposals at the 16 schools,
demonstrating a collaboration between district and PFMG officials and parents and neighbors of the
schools, Austin said. The solar contract also includes upgrades to the electrical capacity at Point
Vicente, Ridge Crest and Rancho Vista elementary schools, work worth about $1 million, Austin
said.

The solar project informational meetings are scheduled for Thursday at 8:30 a.m. at Point Vicente;
10 a.m. at Mira Catalina; and 11:30 a.m. meeting at Silver Spur. On Friday, officials will meet with
parents and neighbors of Vista Grande at 2 p.m.
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